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N.M.Y.C. NEWS
Fighting the Invasion of Torpedo Grass

Your club oﬃcers have “declared war” on the Torpedograss Aqiatic Weed growing in front
of our sun shade. Given his background in golf course turf maintenance, David Boulanger
is leading our eﬀorts. Our first “to do” item was to meet with Rick Garby, North Collier
Regional Parks Superintendent (NCRP) to get first hand knowledge of the extent of
infestation. We have learned that anyone who applies herbicides for a public agency
(NCRP) must be licensed as a Restricted Use Pesticide applicator. We have also learned
that there are three herbicides rated excellent to control Torpedograss. They are Imazapyr,
glyphosate and sethoxydim applied to the foliar (above water) leaf. It can take multiple
applications during a year to control the Torpedograss.
We are working with NCRP to determine the best solution for the pond. More to follow!
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Sailing into a Problem - Running the Start Line
By Dick Hedderick, Guest Columnist

Sailing into a Problem - Running the Start Line
At the start, some skippers tend to sail down the start line on a broad reach, thinking they
simply can head up and start as the gun goes oﬀ. Or a skipper approaches the line close
hauled but gets there too early and then bears oﬀ and reaches down the line. Both boats have
now created a high risk situation for themselves where they have no rights because any boats
approaching the line to leeward of these boats have all the rights.
Take a look at this situation in Diagram 1:
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The solid black boats are “running the line” and are sailing into a problem
where there is little escape. The problem is that all the boats to leeward have
right of way (windward/leeward rule) and the solid black boats must get out
of their way. The black boats are pinned between the line and the boats
approaching from their leeward side. If the solid black boats head up they will
be over early. The solid boats will often simply try to continue to sail down the
line. They will get protested or create a massive pile up after a collision. A
very unpopular result!
Avoiding the Problem
To avoid this problem, it is best to simply not to “run the line”. If you
approach the line close hauled and are early, the best escape is to sail across
the line with speed and circle around the end (my favorite). You will keep up
speed and probably only be a boat length or two behind the fleet. You will
have plenty of room to maneuver and to sail in any direction you want.
If you must sail down the line, do it 1-2 boat lengths BEHIND the line. Then
you will still have room to maneuver and avoid being pinned between the line
and boats to your leeward.
Take a look at these “avoiding the problem” maneuvers in Diagram 2:
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Practice, practice, practice
On a “fun race day” at the pond, purposefully get to the line early and sail round the end. Keep your
speed up as you tack and gibe back to the line. See where you end up....probably in not too bad a
position.
Secondly, purposefully get to the line early and at 2 boat lengths before the line, start to head down
the line. Be ready to head up or otherwise avoid approaching boats. See how this works out for you.
Each maneuver above depends on where boats are around you. The key is to make your decision 2
boat lengths before you get to the line. So keep looking ahead of your boat.
Don’t sail into trouble. Instead of just racing every race, practice these maneuvers to improve your
skill set, so you can “avoid the problems”.
Good luck!
Dick Hedderick 9/19

Club Dues now being accepted…
During October 1 - December 31, 2019 Treasurer Denny Ginsburg will be accepting NMYC dues
for calendar year 2020.
New Members pay $40.00 includes club name badge
Current members pay $30.00
Visit the club web page here and go to the PayPal page to easily pay your dues. We also have
a form to list the boats you plan to race - this information helps our fleet captains set up fleets so
you are racing against others with similar sailing skills.
Pay your dues now so you don’t miss a single event in 2020!
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